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Northern CCG Joint Committee 
 

7 November 2019 /2.00 – 2.40pm / The Durham Centre 
 

Part 1 - Meeting held in public 
 

Present 
 

CCG members 

Mark Adams MA NHS Newcastle Gateshead CCG and 
NHS North Tyneside CCG 
NHS Northumberland CCG 

Mark Dornan  MD NHS Newcastle Gateshead CCG 

   

Caroline Gitsham CG NHS South Tees CCG 

David Hambleton DH NHS South Tyneside 

Charles Parker CP NHS Hambleton, Richmond and Whitby CCG 

Boleslaw Posmyk BP NHS Darlington CCG 
NHS Hartlepool and Stockton CCG 

Jon Rush (Chair) JR NHS North Cumbria CCG 

Richard Scott RS NHS North Tyneside CCG 

Jonathan Smith JS NHS Durham Dales, Easington and Sedgefield CCG 

Matthew Walmsley MW NHS South Tyneside CCG 

 

Lay members (non-voting) 

Ken Readshaw KR 
 

In attendance 

Stephen Childs SC North of England Commissioning Support (NECS) 

Dan Jackson DJ NHS Sunderland CCG 

Gillian Stanger GS North of England Commissioning Support (NECS) 
 

Members of the public 

Patrick Moyo Hartmann 

Carolyn Smith Pfizer 

 

Minutes Action 

01  Welcome, apologies and declarations of conflicts of interest in relation to the agenda  

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
It was noted that, although the meeting was technically not quorate as Sunderland CCG was not 
represented, David Gallagher had provided the Chair with Sunderland’s views on the items to be 
discussed and there were no key decisions to be made. 
 

Apologies were received from Stewart Findlay (NHS Darlington, NHS Hartlepool and Stockton on 
Tees, NHS North Durham, NHS Durham Dales, Easington and Sedgefield and NHS South Tees 
CCGs), David Gallagher (NHS Sunderland CCG), Feisal Jassat (Lay member), Neil O’Brien (NHS 
Darlington, NHS Hartlepool and Stockton on Tees, NHS North Durham, NHS Durham Dales, 
Easington and Sedgefield and NHS South Tees CCGs), Ian Pattison (NHS Sunderland CCG), 
David Rogers (North Cumbria CCG) 
 
The Committee’s register of Interests was received.  
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02 Minutes and action log of previous meeting (5 September 2019)  

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 September 2019 were accepted as an accurate record,  
 

The action log was updated. 
 

 
 
 
 

03 Matters arising from the previous meeting (and action log)  

03.1 North East and North Cumbria Prescribing Forum 
The Committee discussed an update regarding future reporting arrangements for the North East 
North Cumbria Prescribing Forum.  
 
In considering the actions required, the Committee felt that rather amend its Terms of Reference 
to reflect the reporting arrangements of the Forum, this should be reflected in the Committee’s 
workplan which was to be developed and which would require the approval of CCGs. 
 
The Chair noted that Sunderland CCG were supportive of the actions. The issues of stomas and 
dressings was being sorted would be taken up separately by the CCG. 
 
Decision: 

1. CCGs continue to support the need for the collaborative approach of the 
Prescribing Forum, and support the points listed in the report to help the forum to 
enable it to better fulfil its role. 
 

2. Acknowledge the joint requirements of the forum to give a steer on CCG prescribing 
issues whilst also needing to provide support to the ICS Pharmacy and Medicines 
Strategy Group (PMSG). This will require the forum to jointly report to the Northern 
CCG Joint Committee, and the PSMG. 
 

3. Issues which require a joint CCG approach will be taken to the Northern CCG Joint 
Committee for a collaborative decision. (This will reduce the need to seek individual 
CCG agreement - possible examples would include regional self-care campaigns, 
primary care prescribing policies etc). 
 

4. Terms of reference (appendix 2 of the report) will be reviewed – it is recommended 
that this will be done once confirmation of reporting arrangements have been made. 
 

5. To include the reporting arrangements in the Joint Committee’s workplan. 
 
03.2 Individual Funding Requests (IFR) – A System Review Update 
MW gave the following update: 

- We are on target to implement the new IFR policy in April 2020. 
- NECS have agreed funding to develop a new IFR system. SC noted they had taken the 

precaution of reconciling the specification to ensure it is fully aligned and confirmed that it 
would link with the vbcchecker (valued based commissioning). The system would be 
accessible to nhs.net users, although it was recognised there had been an issue in relation 
to cataract referrals due to lack of N3 connectivity. 

- A meeting is scheduled with Directors of Public Health to discuss public health input into 
the system 

- The three-month trial screening process started in September 

 
 

04 Governance update   

04.1 Joint Committee Terms of Reference 
The Committee had approved its revised Terms of Reference for submission and approval by 
CCG Governing Bodies at its meeting on 4th July 2019. The report noted that all 12 CCGs had 
now confirmed that the revised Terms of Reference had been approved. 
 
The Committee recognised that changes to its membership were imminent and would further 
discussions. 
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The Chair noted that Sunderland were fully supportive of the Terms of Reference. 
 
Decision: To approve the Terms of Reference. 
 
4.2 Chair’s term of office 
It was noted that the Chair’s two-year term of office would end in January 2020 (and that his term 
of office with North Cumbria CCG would be reviewed in March 2020) and that the lay members’ 
term of office would end in May 2020. The Committee was asked to consider what process it 
wanted to adopt to appoint replacements. 
 
CP noted that Hambleton, Richmond and Whitby (HRW) CCG would technically no longer be part 
of the North East North Cumbria Integrated Care System (ICS) as it would be moving into 
Humber, Coast and Vale Sustainability Care Plan (STP). As the CCG would still have an input into 
the services which are commissioned in this geographical area it could still retain membership of 
the Joint Committee (although this might be difficult of terms of management time commitment). It 
was also noted that one of the Committee’s lay members (KR) was a member of HRW CCG. 
 
Decision: Due to all of the emerging changes to CCG structures, it was proposed to extend 
the Chair’s term of office until March 2020 and to consider arrangements to appoint both a 
Chair and lay members at the March 2020 meeting of the Committee. 
 
Action: CCGs to confirm in writing that they are in agreement in extending the Chair’s term 
of office until March 2020. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 
 

05 Questions from members of the public relating to specific items on the agenda  

There were no questions from members of the public.  
 

06  Any Other Business  

06.1 ICS Briefing event 
The Chair noted this event which had taken place on 4th November and had been attended by 
CCG lay members, NHS Foundation Trust non-executive directors and representatives from local 
authorities, Healthwatch and third sector organisations. The aim of the day had been to involve 
and take local authorities on the ICS journey. 
 
Key messages included: 

- Three presentations featuring examples of system working across our ICS – Northern 
Cancer Alliance, Workforce Transformation and Digital Care 

- Re-assurance about engagement across the local authorities and wider stakeholders 
- The keynote address from Councillor Tim Swift, Leader of Calderdale Council and Chair of 

the West Yorkshire and Harrogate ICS Partnership, who described their experience of 
developing an effective ICS partnership 

 
The Chair noted the thanks of the Committee to Feisal Jassat in particular for his leadership in 
planning the event. 

 
 

 

Representatives of the press and other members of the public were excluded from part 2 of this 

meeting having regard to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, publicity on which 

would be prejudicial to the public interest (Section 1 (2)) Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 

1960 

Date and time of next meeting: 
 

Thursday 9th January 2020 
2.00pm 

The Durham Centre 
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Joint CCG Committee for Cumbria and the North East – Action log (completed actions shown in be greyed out section) 

 Date of 
Action 

Action captured Owner Timescale Progress Outcome 

1 7.11.19 Chair’s term of office 
CCGs to confirm in writing that they are in agreement in extending the 
Chair’s term of office until March 2020. 
 

 
AOs 

 
15.11.19 

All confirmed Complete 

2 7.11.19 North East and North Cumbria Prescribing Forum 
To include the forum’s reporting arrangements in the Joint Committee’s 
workplan. 

 

Chair December 
2019 

Included Complete 

Completed actions 

 Date of 
Action 

Action captured Owner Timescale Progress Outcome 

Completed actions  

1 4.7.19 
 
 
 
5.9.19 

CNE Prescribing Forum 
Seek the views of Foundation Trust Medical Directors on how they would 
like to be involved in the Prescribing Forum. 
 
Further information to be made available to November meeting on future 

format of the Committee which is currently under discussion.  

 
 
DJ 

 
 
Not specified 
 
 
November 
agenda 

5.9.19 
Chris Grey discussing 
involvement with medical 
Directors – not yet resolved. 
 
On agenda 7.11.19 

Complete 

2 5.9.19 IFR System Review 

1. NECS to scope out business requirements, costings and options to 

update the IFR IT system for consideration by the Joint Committee. 

 
2. Discuss the option of utilising public health specialists/practitioners on the 

IFR panels with Tom Hall. 

 
3. Run the trial screening process for three months, count the number of 

cases screened out, together with a summary of the types of cases and 

develop an options paper for consideration by the Committee 

 
Michelle 
McGuigan 
 
 
MW 
 
 
 
MW 

 
Not specified 
 
 
 
Not specified 
 
 
 
January 2020 
meeting 

 
Update requested 8.10.19. 
 
Update given at meeting 
7.11.19 

 

Complete 

 


